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ALL CONTRIBUTIONS WELCOME, PREFERABLY BY
EMAIL to:  haleandwoodgreen@aol.com

or haleandwoodgreen@aim.com
We welcome your feedback and ideas for future issues

The deadline for the July 2026 issue of the magazine is
Tuesday 16th June.
Please send all entries by end of 15th.

THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR YOUR GENEROUS DONATIONS TO
KEEP THIS MAGAZINE IN PRODUCTION.

Donations may be paid by bank transfer to Lloyds Bank:
Account name Hale and Woodgreen Magazine,
Sort code 30-97-41 Account number 76595460.

Alternatively, you may post your donation in the locked letterbox at
Hale Village Hall or hand it in at Woodgreen Community Shop.
Cheques should be made payable to Hale and Woodgreen Magazine.

If you are a taxpayer, we may be able to claim Gift Aid tax relief on
your donation. Please email us for a Gift Aid form.

If you prefer to save paper and not receive the printed magazine,
please email haleandwoodgreen@aol.com and we will email you a
PDF version instead.

Hale and Woodgreen Community and Parish Magazine is published by the the Hale
and Woodgreen Magazine Editorial Team (HWMET) which is a sub-committee of
Hale Village Hall New Forest (registered charity number 1175048).

Errors and Omissions are excluded and no responsibility is taken for submissions
received for publication from third parties.

Terms of reference for the Community Magazine Sub-Committee can be requested
via email at: halevillagehall@btinternet.com

Cover design by Sarah Orchard and David Keniston

“My girl” by Sarah Orchard (advert top of page 32)

If available, cover paintings are for sale as framed and mounted; some come
as a print and also in cards format@ £2.50;

Contact: email - sarahorchard1@icloud.com.

website: sarahorchardart.com
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ROD ENGLAND
PROPERTY SERVICES

All aspects of house and garden maintenance and improvements

Specialists in all types of replacement windows, doors and bi-fold
doors

Fascia and guttering
Kitchens and bathrooms supplied and fitted
Painting and decorating
Carpentry
Floor and wall tiling
Patios and pergolas
Fencing
Lawn mowing, hedge cutting, pruning etc
No job too small
FREE ADVICE AND QUOTATIONS

FULLY INSURED

01725 510429
mobile 07802 839215
rodney.england596@btinternet.com

4 of 60



Potted histories...Henry VIl ( part 4 ).

We cannot continue with Henry’s story without first introducing Thomas Cromwell.
The commoner who rose to be Henry’s chief minister, adviser and enforcer. A man of
exceptional ability and enormous capacity for hard work, who dominated England’s
political and religious life for a decade.

He ruthlessly dispatched those who stood against him and his royal master; notably
his rival Thomas More and Anne Boleyn, Henry's second wife.

Cromwell masterminded the seismic religious changes of the 1530s, orchestrating
the split from Rome, the establishment of Henry as supreme head of the new
protestant Church of England and the dissolution of the catholic monasteries in its
wake. He also modernised the government of the realm from medieval to modern.

His startin life was so humble that we are not entirely sure where or when. Probably
1485 ( curiously the year of Bosworth and the start of the Tudor dynasty) and probably
the small country village of Putney, west of the City. His mother Katherine was over
50 when she gave birth to him. His father Walter was an ambitious rogue—a
blacksmith, a brewer and a fuller ( | had to look it up too). As a farrier he supported
Henry VII at Bosworth. He also appeared on no less than 48 occasions before the
magistrates for watering down his ales, and once for assault.

Hilary Mantel’s must-read trilogy Wolf Hall begins with Walter literally kicking his
son out of the family home, age 18, whence Thomas travelled to France. Later in life
Thomas admitted that he may have “inherited some of his father's less admirable
traits”. He also confided to Archbishop Cranmer “what a ruffian | was in my earlier
days”. In contrast, those around him in Henry’s court would have been from noble
families; formally educated to impress the King and climb the slippery pole. He rose
to dominate them all, learning everything from life.

After a brief spell in the French army ( military) he joined the household of a rich
Florentine merchant ( business) where he would have met Michelangelo ( arts and
culture), and probably Machiavelli ( politics). The French and Ralian languages
assimilated along the way. Law also. Some education!

He married Elizabeth and had three children. Sadly his wife and the two girls all died
of the sweating sickness within a few months of one another. He somehow overcame
this dreadful personal tragedy to move on and raise his son Gregory to the heights of
an earldom. There are rumours of an illegitimate daughter in Europe.

By this time he was both a successful businessman, a lawyer and one of the most
trusted servants of Cardinal Wolsey, Henry’s then chief minister. When he failed to
persuade the Pope to annul Henry's first marriage Wolsey was dismissed and his
household collapsed. Nonetheless Cromwell’s quick wittedness, irreverence and
obvious intelligence attracted Henry to take him onto his own staff. More articulate
than most, Crum gained a reputation as an orator, most useful in Parliament where
he just happened to already have a seat. Is there no stopping this man? With a rough
style of management he appealed to the king who was tired of being surrounded
by sycophants and flatterers. Thus the infamous partnership was first forged and
Thomas given his first official role— Master of the Jewels—in April 1532.

Many more jobs were to follow during his meteoric rise to power, and before his
spectacular fall from grace 8 years later, on Tower Hill and after 3 blows of the axe
by the “ ragged and butcherly executioner”; handpicked by arch enemy, the Duke of
Norfolk ,and plied with copious alcohol beforehand. Cromwell is buried there
alongside More and Anne Boleyn. David Mussell.

5 of 60



6 of 60



7 of 60



8 of 60



9 of 60



10 of 60



11 of 60



12 of 60




13 of 60



14 of 60



15 of 60



Woodgreen model steam show 2026

We would like to thank everyone who supported this event. From bakers, to the
behind-the-scenes team. We had a great two days, the sun shone and many happy
visitors enjoyed the spectacles of steam engines, a steam car as well as a range of
model layouts in the hall. We raised £1,440.00 for our chosen charities: Spires Smiles,
Alzheimer’s Society and St Mary’s church, Hale. Thankyou. Lynda Warne
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Ron Trevaskis. ( 1945—2026 )

Ron Trevaskis was born in Falmouth, Comwall: a distinctive man from a distinctive
County. In Woodgreen his warm personality and positive outlook on life meant that
he became a true friend to all, and a considerable influence on local life; a true
believer in the concept of community, who was determined to make a major personal
contribution — through his actions and not just words.

As ateenager he undertook that dream job, deckchair attendant, and soon became
a favourite with half of the locals; his sun-bleached locks and handsome winning
smile lighting up his world. Something that he never lost, to the very end.

His first proper job was in the Civil Service, over the border in Plymouth. He
transferred further east to Her Majesty’s Customs and Excise and rose rapidly to the
heights of its drugs division. Working at Heathrow, investigating the movement of the
hardest drugs, and catching some of the hardest criminals. The Kray twins, Bob
Marley and Brinks-Mat all featured in his life on the Waterguard. Ron quickly earned
a reputation within the wider community of drug-chasers, attending numerous
international conferences and always sought after for his advice and leadership.
Given a chance he would happily talk for hours about this to anyone who was
prepared to listen. Believe me, it was hard to get away. Not that you wanted to.

Ron met his beloved Frances on a blind-date. t must have been love at first sight
and Ron always said that it nearly bankrupted him, so great was his love for Fran.
Children followed, Victoria and Charlotte. The house echoed with family games at the
weekends; Dad inventing fun characters and impressions and Mum and the children
in hysterics! Swimming, tennis and perfect Sunday roasts followed

Ron and Fran first visited Woodgreen to see Fran’s sister Pam and her husband
John. So happy were these occasions and so many were the new friends made that
Rose Cottage was snapped up, first as a weekend retreat and later the perfect place
to retire to. With Fran’s experience of running a successful Retirement Home behind
them, they set up a B&B which never rated at less than 5 Stars on Trip Advisor... and
which was no less hospitable for the many friends invited around. Their friendship
always as genuine as it was generous.

Ron also earned a considerable reputation as a “Jethro-tribute act”. The two men
from Comwall hit it off, when Ron approached Jethro at The Lakeside. Ron’s memory
for detail meant that he could entertain with one authentic Jethro story after another.
Close your eyes and it was Jethro speaking. Are they sitting together sharing a pint
of Comish Best and a tale right now? Let’s hope so.

Perhaps Ron’s greatest local achievement is the part he played in helping save the
Community Shop. Joining the Committee in 2008 Ron effectively project managed the
all important build, working closely with the architect and builder, meeting daily to
iron out any snags and smoothing the way to the wonderful shop we have today. Ron
then became its second Chairman and managed the transition to successful day to
day retailing, retiring after 10 years of honourable service, not that this stopped him
stocking the wine shelves and numerous other bits and pieces. Someone has to get
down on their knees to read the water meter, which he often did. Needless to say we
couldn’t have asked for a better leader and co-worker.

How to end? Much has been left out. Ron can really claim to have been a great local
man, not that he ever would. His innate modesty could not however hide the charm,
the warmth, the energy and drive or the friendship to so many. A Proper Job!

David Mussell
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Shirley and Chubbly
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Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting of
WOODGREEN PARISH COUNCIL held in Woodgreen Reading Room
on Tuesday 12th May 2026 at 7.30pm.

26/27.1 To Elect a Chair for 2026/27 It was proposed by JC, seconded by HB and unanimously agreed
to elect Lance Benest as Chair of Woodgreen Parish Council.

26/27.2 To Elect a Vice-Chair for 2026/267 It was proposed by MF, seconded by SH and unanimously
agreed to elect Guy Rafferty as Vice-Chair.

26/27.3 Members present: John Clarke (JC)(Chair), Helena Datta(HD), Mark Flannigan (MF), Stewart Hall
(SH), Guy Raffety (GR) and Pete Skinner (PS).

Also present: Amanda Johnson (Clerk),
Apologies for Absence: Lance Benest (LB), Janet Richards NFDC District Councillor,
26/27.4 Declarations of Interest: None

26/27.5 Minutes of previous meeting held on 14/04/2026.

26/27.5.1 Following a review of the minutes, it was then unanimously RESOLVED that the minutes be
accepted as an accurate record. The minutes were duly signed by the Chairman.

26/27.5.2 Matters arising from previous minutes not appearing as agenda items.

Forestry England car parking charges- Following a request from Beaulieu Parish Council Woodgreen PC
wrote to Forestry England regarding a reconsideration of the car parking charges. A response was received
from Forestry England stating that the car parking charges would go ahead and they are now in force.
Pathway to Breamore- Woodgreen PC is still waiting for a response from HCC.

26/27.6 Public Participation: No members of the public were present

26/27.7 Planning

Case Number 26/00442CONS

Proposal Pollard 1 x Sweet Chestnut tree, Fell 2 x Silver Birch trees, Prune 1 x Oak tree,
Pune 2 x Beech trees, Fell 1 x Pine tree, Fell 1 x Sweet Chestnut tree.

Site The Long House, Warren Copse, Woodgreen, Fordingbridge, SP6 2QY

HD and SH visited the site and had no issues with the proposed works and therefore recommended to accept
the decision of the National Park Authority Tree Officer. This was unanimously agreed.

Case Number 26/00383FULL
Proposal Sewage treatment plant (removal of existing septic tank)
Site The Old Cottage, High Street, Woodgreen, Fordingbridge, SP6 2AR

The application was discussed and no issues were raised. It was RESOLVED to recommend Option 1
PERMISSION but would accept the decision reached by the National Park Authority’s Officers under their
delegated powers.

26/27.8 Report by New Forest District Councillor: Cllr Richards was unable to attend.

26/27.9 Meetings Attended:

North West Quadrant meeting 27th April - JC attended.

Local Plan Reviews- Both the NPA and NFDC will enter the next stage (Regulation 19) later this year.

The Dogs(Protection of Livestock)(Amendment Act) 2025 has come into force which introduces new powers,
extends the law and permits higher fines.

The Yellow-legged hornet or Asian hornet, is an invasive species native to Asia that poses a significant threat
to honey bees and local biodiversity in the New Forest.It is a highly efficient predator of honey bees, other
pollinators, and beneficial insects

26/27.10 New Forest Together: Woodgreen PC agreed that more information was required to make an
informed decision but it was agreed to advertise the petition on the Parish Council noticeboard.

20 of 60



26/27.11 Annual Parish Meeting: The Annual Parish meeting was held on 22nd April 2026 and was well
attended by approx 40 parishioners. The Parish Council would like to thank Woodgreen Community Shop for
supplying the cheese and to Woodgreen Hall Committee for free use of the hall and to all those who reported
and attended.

26/27.12 General Power of Competence: Woodgreen PC re-affirmed that they meet the criteria to continue

holding the General Power of Competence, that being a minimum of two thirds elected councillors and a
qualified clerk.

26/27.13 Regulations: It was unanimously agreed to accept the Standing Orders (updated by NALC in 2025)
and the Financial Orders (updated by NALC in 2025) including amendments to financial thresholds.

26/27.14 Parish Council Representatives and Responsibilities for 2026/27:
Finance - Stewart Hall

Planning - Mark Flanigan, Helena Datta, Lance BenestPlanning (Trees) - Pete Skinner, Helena Datta
Cemetery - Stewart Hall, Guy Raffety.

Lengthsman, hedges, ditches - Pete Skinner

Roads - Mark Flanigan

North West Quadrant Representatives - Helena Datta, John Clarke

IT - Guy Raffety

Consultative Panel Representatives - Lance Benest, John Clarke

Police and Neighbourhood Watch - Mark Flannigan

Repairs - Pete Skinner

Downton Link - Stewart Hall.

26/27.13 Woodgreen PC Assets: This was deferred to the next meeting.

26/27.14 Insurance policy: It was RESOLVED to renew the Insurance Policy for 2026/27 with Hiscox
Insurance Company, through Arthur J. Gallagher Insurance Brokers Limited, for the sum of £570.14.
This was unanimously agreed.

26/27.15 Village Maintenance and Parish Council Property (including the cemetery, roads, hedges,
footpaths, ditches)s:

Cemetery - The Business Waste agreement with NFDC to collect waste from the cemetery has been
terminated by NFDC. AJ will question NFDC to clarify the reason for this.

An application for an internment has been received which meets the criteria and will be held in June.
Lengthsman - The lengthsman will carry out jobs in the village on 15th June.

26/27.18 Financial report, Review of Ongoing Budget and approval of payments:

a. The following balances were noted: -
o Lloyds Treasurers Account £11,892.62 as at 07.05.2026;
e Lloyds 32 Notice Account £81,879.38 as at 07.05.2026;

b. Expenditure: The following payments were approved:
PAYEE DESCRIPTION AMOUNT VAT | METHOD
A.Johnson Salary - April 360.30 Bank Transfer
HMRC Salary costs April 90.50 Bank Transfer
Woodgreen Community Shop Refreshments for APA | 190.74 Bank Transfer
Cutting Edge Cemetery cut- April 180.00 Bank Transfer
British Gas Reading Room supply | 11.93 Bank Transfer
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¢. The following annual payments and subscriptions were approved :

HALC/NALC subscription ICCM subscription

SLCC subscription (shared jointly with Hale PC) ICO Data Protection fee

Cutting Edge - Cemetery maintenance Bournemouth Water - Cemetery water costs
Hosting UK - website fees TP Jones - payroll fees

British Gas - Reading room electricity costs Clerks salary and associated costs.

26/27.19 Consultations and Correspondence up to 06/05/2026 and any urgent correspondence received
after the agenda was finalised and not dealt with elsewhere in the agenda.

For information (previously circulated) -

16/04/26 New Forest Association - New Forest Car Parking Charges and Verge Watch.

16/04/26 Forestry England - Response from Mike Seddon regarding car parking charges

18/04/26 Beaulieu Parish Council - Response from Forestry England regarding car parking charges.
22/04/26 NPA -New Forest nature project uncovers 1,000 species.

22/04/26 New Forest Together - Request for Council Support

29/04/26 NPA - Community comes together to save Queens Oak.

Parishioner email

18/04/26 Parishioner email regarding proposed new path to Breamore and parking issues. SH will respond.

26/27.20 Any other business and matters to be raised on the next agenda.

Reading Room allotment- The allotment at the Reading Room is available for use, anyone interested should
contact the clerk.

Wessex Internet- The installation of full fibre in Woodgreen is still on hold and no further information has
been received.

Next meeting - Annual Governance and Accountability Return

SIDs - Update on installation and purchase of more posts.

Date of next meeting: Ordinary Parish Council Meeting - Tuesday 10th June 2025 at 7.30pm in the
Reading Room
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£20 per person.
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Ashley Gadd
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Leave it with me!

Martin England
All aspects of house and garden
Maintenance undertaken

Lawn Mowing, Hedge Cutting,
Gardening, Tree Pruning,
Fencing

Washing Fascias and Guttering
Telephone: 01725-510273
Mobile: 07770372745
Fully Insured

Email:

Please contact us for a free no obligation chat
Tel: 01794 323450
www.markwardassociates.com
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STEVE BIEDERMANN
FENCING

CLOSEBOARD FENCING
POST & RAIL FENCING
PANEL FENCING
PICKET FENCING
CONCRETE SPURS
GATES ERECTED
FENCE REPAIRS

PHONE STEVE
01425 654056
07977856647
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JUNE WORDSEARCH
The Answers

Coriander
Chervil
Thyme
Oregano
Fennel

Rosemary

Basil
Parsley
Chives
Mint
Dill
Sage



43 of 60



44 of 60



45 of 60



46 of 60



47 of 60



48 of 60



Minutes of the Hale Parish Council Annual Meeting held on Tuesday 5" May 2026
at 7pm in Hale Village Hall (Downstairs)

Councillors Present: ClIr Donnell, Clir Lavis, Cllr Gemmell (Chair), ClIr Kyle and Clir Vickery.
In attendance: The clerk, NFDC ClIr Richards and three members of the public.

26.37 TO ELECT A CHAIR FOR 2026/27 Clir Kyle proposed, ClIr Vickery seconded and it was unanimously
RESOLVED to elect Clir Gemmell as Chair for 2026/27. Clir Gemmell signed a declaration to formally accept
the role of Chair.

26.38 TO ELECT A VICE-CHAIR FOR 2025/26 Clir Donnell proposed, Clir Vickery seconded and it was
unanimously RESOLVED to elect Clir Lavis as Vice-Chair for 2026/27.

26.39 TO RECEIVE ANY APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: - ClIr Gillmon

26.40 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST - To receive declarations of interest in respect of matters contained in
this agenda (in accordance with the Localism Act 2011).  None received.

26.41 MINUTES

26.41.1 It was unanimously RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 3¢ March 2026.
26.42.2 Matters arising from the minutes not elsewhere on the agenda.

Harry’s Meadow - Hale PC compiled some question which were addressed at a meeting between the NPA
and the Harry’s Meadow operators, and a response was received. ClIr Lavis has compiled some further
responses which will be sent to David llIsley (NPA)

Defib — The new defibrillator has now been installed at the village hall, is operational and registered on the
circuit and is emergency ready.

26.42 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME - Jacqui Hartas enquired as to some of the logistics of managing the new
defib. Jacqui will continue to carry out the checks, aided by ClIr Lavis when required. The clerk will update all
necessary information on The Circuit. Many thanks to Jacqui for her help with the new defibrillator

Two members of the public spoke regarding the planning application 26/00206FULL.

26.43 PLANNING APPLICATIONS:

Case Number 26/00206FULL
Proposal Agricultural barn
Site Land Adjacent To, Aubann House, Hatchet Green, Hale, SP6 2NE

Councillors discussed the application and also listened to the views of parishioners and unanimously agreed
to Option 4. REFUSAL.

Councillors are very concerned about the proximity of this development to adjoining neighbours but also to
the wider population of Hale. Aubann House has boundaries with 5 properties in Hatchet Close who have
not been informed of this application.

Hale PC is very concerned about the scale of this venture; this proposal is associated with a large growing
commercial business in a small village which would generate a level of activity which would be detrimental
to the village and therefore the National Park. This activity includes an increased level of very large lorries
which are not suitable for the roads into the area or the protected verges directly outside the site. It is very
likely that lorries will damage Hatchet Green SSSI which contain notable rare plant species.

Such an increase in this commercial venture will also bring with it an increase in machinery noise (on all days
of the week including weekends), increased foul odour, an increase in vermin and the increased threat of
bird flu to the area.

Hale PC is very concerned about the amount of waste which will be produced and hence the amount of
nitrate leaching which will find its way into the local water course and then into the River Avon which
already shows high levels of nitrates.
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The proposed new agricultural barn is very large and will have a significant impact on the surrounding
distinctive area of Hatchet Green, particularly due to the height of the building. The addition of a separate
access and driveway to the proposed barn is of concern and as this could in the future lead to proposals for a
separate residence.

Hale PC believe that as the site borders the New Forest SSSI and is within the Western Escarpment
Conservation Area it is not a suitable location for a large commercial venture which will have such a negative
impact on the area and feel that this proposal does not comply with policies DP50, DP2, SP1 and SP6.

Case Number 26/00142FULL
Proposal Side extension to garage; relocation of existing garage lean-to
Site Stonecroft, Forest Road, Hale, Fordingbridge, SP6 2NR

Councillors discussed the application and it was unanimously agreed to recommend option 5 - We are
happy to accept the decision reached by the National Park Authority’s Officers under their delegated
powers.

Case Number 26/00173FULL
Proposal Outbuilding
Site Mays Cottage, Forest Road, Hale, Fordingbridge, SP6 2NR

Councillors discussed the application and agreed that the new building sympathetically replaces the previous
building and is similar in size and scale. It was unanimously agreed to recommend option 3 Permission.

Case Number 26/00172FULL

Proposal Storage building for land management

Site Land West of Mays Cottage, Forest Road, Hale, SP6 2NR
Case Number 26/00431VAR

Councillors discussed the application and agreed that the new building is a suitable replacement for the
existing storage building. It was unanimously agreed to recommend option 3 Permission.

Case Number 26/00431VAR

Proposal Application to vary condition 5 of planning permission 25/00024FULL for single-
storey extension; demolition of single-storey extension

Site Mays Cottage, Forest Road, Hale, Fordingbridge, SP6 2NR

Councillors discussed the application and agreed that the variation to the application was minor and
therefore it was unanimously agreed to recommend option 3 Permission.

26.44 TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM NFDC COUNCILLOR. CliIr Janet Richards updated councillors on

NFDC's position regarding the decision of the local government reorganisation which sees a division of the
current NFDC district. NFDC is considering whether there are grounds for a judicial review in which they
would have to prove the government made this decision illegally. If this were found to be true the decision
would be quashed and a different decision made which may involve another consultation.

26.45 EXTERNAL MEETINGS -

Hale Village Hall meeting 10" March — Clir Kyle attended. The village hall agreed in principle to contribute to
the defibrillator in future years but will confirm this in 2027.

North West Quadrant meeting 27" April — Cllr Gemmell attended.

NPA — has a new website but the planning portal remains the same. Currently there are 300 enforcement
cases in the New Forest which is unusually high. Planning fees are set to increase.

Forestry England — Some car parks have been updgraded with new tarmac. The 2 Public Spaces Protection
Orders - which prohibit fires/BBQs and animal petting/feeding - have been extended for another 3 years.

50 of 60



26.46FORESTRY ENGLAND CAR PARKING CHARGES -

Beaulieu PC has now received a response from Forestry England who has stated that they have no plans to
make any changes to the proposed parking charges which are now in effect. Hale PC will now monitor how
these parking charges impact parking in the village, particularly along the protected verges

26.47NEW FOREST TOGETHER - To discuss letter from New Forest Together regarding Local Government
Reorganisation and agree any actions.

Councillors discussed this in relation to the information from ClIr Richards and felt that a change to the local
reorganisation decision (a division of the current NFDC area) could result in a worse situation for Hale. It was
agreed that more information was required to make an informed decision.

26.48 STANDARDS AND PERSONNEL COMMITTEE - It was RESOLVED that The Standards and Personnel
Committee will be represented by Clirs Gemmell, Lavis and Vickery for 2026/27.

26.49 PARISH COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES

It was RESOLVED to approve the following representatives for 2026/27 —

Hale Village Hall - Clir Kyle

North West Quadrant — Clir Gemmell and ClIr Lavis

Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan — Clir Vickery

Neighbourhood Tasking Group — Clir Vickery

Downton Link - A councillor will aim to attend the AGM.

New Forest Association of Local Councils — A councillor will aim to attend the AGM.

26.50 PARISH COUNCIL RESPONSIBILITES

It was RESOLVED to approve the following responsibilities for 2026/27.
Footpaths — Clir Gemmell Trees — Clir Gemmell Highways — Clir Gemmell
Finance — ClIr Kyle

Commoning — ClIr Vickery

Planning — Cllr Lavis

Cemetery — Clerk will cover the cemetery.

Community and Resilience Planning — Clir Donnell

26.51 TO RECONFIRM ELIGIBILITY TO CONTINUE THE GENERAL POWER OF COMPETENCE
Hale Parish Council confirms that it still meets the criteria (At least 2/3 elected members and a qualified
clerk) to hold the General Power of Competence.

26.52 TO APPROVE THE ASSET REGISTER FOR 2026/27
It was RESOLVED to approve the updated Asset Register.

26.53 TO REVIEW AND APPROVE THE END OY YEAR ACCOUNTS FOR 2025/26.
Councillors RESOLVED to approve the accounts of 2025/26. The income for the year 2025/26 was £18,
263.85 and expenditure was £17,008.81.

26.54 TO RECEIVE THE INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT FOR 2025/26.
Councillors RESOLVED to approve the internal audit report, there were no recommendations

26.55 TO CERTIFY HALE PARISH COUNCIL AS EXEMPT FROM A LIMITED ASSURANCE REVIEW DURING THE
FINANCIAL YEAR 2025/26 (AS HALE PARISH COUNCILS GROSS INCOME FOR THE YEAR OR GROSS ANNUAL
EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEAR DID NOT EXCEED £25,000.)

Councillors RESOLVED to certify Hale PC as exempt from a limited assurance review for 2025/26 and the
certificate of exemption was signed by the Clerk/ RFO and the Chair.

26.56 TO APPROVE FORMS 1 AND 2 OF THE ANNUAL GOVERNANCE AND ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN
(AGAR) 2025/26.

Councillors RESOLVED to approve Forms 1 & 2 of the AGAR 2025/26 which was signed by the Clerk/ RFO
and the Chair.
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26.57 TO REVIEW AND APPROVE DATES FOR THE PERIOD FOR THE EXCERCISE OF PUBLIC RIGHT

Councillors RESOLVED to approve the period for the exercise of public rights which will run from Monday 3

June until Friday 14" July. The notice will be placed on the website and notice boards.

26.58 FINANCE

The Community Account balance is currently £8,344.23, the Commercial Instant Access Account balance is

£1,533.95 and the 32 Notice Account is£20,660.67.

26.59.1 MONTHLY PAYMENTS - It was RESOLVED to approve the following payments.

2025/26 Accounts
NFDC Tree Survey £60 Bank Transfer
Cutting Edge Cemetery maintenance —| £190

March
2026/27 Accounts
Amanda Johnson Salary — April N/A Standing Order
Cutting Edge Cemetery Maintenance — April | £190 Bank Transfer
Defib Machines Defib — includes £250 deposit | £775.60 87.60 Bank Transfer
HALC Annual Subscription £313.00 Bank Transfer
Lloyd Bank Account fees £4.25 each Direct

month

Woodgreen Annual Parish Assembly costs | £57.67 Bank Transfer
Community Shop
J. Butt and Co. Professional fees £395.00 Bank Transfer

26.59.2 It was RESOLVED to approve the following annual expenses :-
ICO Data Protection fee
Penon Water bills (Cemetery)
Lengthsman expenses

SLCC subscription

Cutting Edge - Cemetery maintenance
HALC/NALC subscription

Friends of the New Forest Subscription
Website fees. Laptop virus protection

Hale Village Hall usage fees Payroll fees

Homeworking and office expenses

Lloyds Bank fees Office supplies

26.60 CORRESPONDENCE — The following correspondence was noted.

09/03/26 NPA- New spring events in the New Forest.

16/03/26 Forestry England — Researchers studying pine marten crossing points in the New Forest

19/03/26 Update from NFALC Cycling Rep David Orme

23/03/26 New Forest Association March Newsletter

25/03/26 NFDC — Local Government Reorganisation decision announced.

26/03/26 NPA — Spring takes root in the Forest — Latest News

27/03/26 NPA- Outstanding buildings celebrated in New Forest National Park Authority Building Design Awards 2025
31/03/26 Beaulieu Parish Council — Car parking proposals

31/03/26 Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner — Newsletter March 2026

01/04/26 NFDC — Extension of New Forest protection rules extended by NFDC cabinet.

01/04/26 NPA - Iconic Sycamore Gap tree to live on opposite New Forest National Park’s most famous tree
07/04/26 HCC — Update from Nick Adams-King

07/04/26 NFALC — Minutes from the meeting on 25/03/26

08/04/26 NPA - New Forest Marque brings the Forest together for the ‘Great New Forest Marque Breakfast’
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16/04/26 New Forest Association — Notice of AGM on 21 May /|New forest Car Parking Charges and Verge Watch
21/04/26 New Forest Association — April Newsletter

22/04/26 NPA - New Forest nature project uncovers 1,100 species including pine martens, sand lizards and rare fungi
22/04/26 New Forest Together — Request for support.

Parishioner correspondence—

13/04/26 Correspondence regarding wood used for bench repairs.

26.61 ANY OTHER BUSINESS AND MATTERS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
Actions from Annual Parish Assembly : The parish council will contact the school to further discuss the
proposed new fence. Hale PC will investigate procedure of proposing 20 mph in some parts of the village.

Next meeting agenda items — Risk assessments, Insurance policy renewal, new laptop.

26.62 DATE OF NEXT MEETING — Tuesday 2" July 2025 in Hale Village Hall (Downstairs)
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The Church After the Confetti
You've seen the photos.

A forest clearing. A circle of driftwood. Someone in flowing linen holding a carefully arranged sheaf of papers while a
violinist plays somewhere in the background. There may be lavender. There is almost certainly bunting, there could
possibly be bubbles. Somebody is gently waving sage around with the concentration of a person trying to land an aircraft.
Meanwhile, back at the parish church, the boiler is making a noise like a walrus learning the trombone, the Verger is
searching for the “good” service sheets, and the Vicar is trying to remember whether the baptism shell was last seen at the
Harvest Festival or accidentally packed away with the nativity donkey.

And yet—there is something rather wonderful about it all.

In an increasingly secular world, more and more people are looking for ceremonies that feel personal, meaningful, and
genuinely reflective of the people involved. Whether it’s a wedding, a funeral, or a baptism, people want moments that feel
warm, human, memorable, and real.

And honestly? So do we.

There is sometimes a misconception that church ceremonies are all formality and no personality. That, if you approach the
church for a wedding or funeral you willimmediately be handed a dusty leaflet from 1987 and told there are only three
approved facial expressions available during the service.

But the truth is very different.

A good priest or lay minister is not there to perform a generic ceremony “at” you like a spiritual sat-nav. We are there to
help tell your story.

That means choice. Choice of music. Choice of readings. Choice of tone. Moments of laughter alongside moments of
reflection.

Yes, there will be prayer.

Yes, there will be God gently woven through it all like gold thread through fabric. But that does not make the ceremony less
personal—it makes it deeper. Because the church has always dealt in the stuff that really matters: love, grief, hope, new
beginnings, and the strange miracle of ordinary human life.

At weddings, we celebrate not just romance but commitment—the kind that survives flat-pack furniture assembly, burnt
toast, and arguments about how the dishwasher should be loaded. The loneliness of when your partner's memory begins
to fade or a catheter need changing.

At baptisms, we welcome tiny humans or awkward adults into a community that promises to walk beside them through
every stage of life, while secretly praying they do not scream continuously through the final blessing.

And at funerals, we hold people gently in moments when words often fail entirely. We tell stories. We laugh. We cry.
Occasionally someone’s mobile phone goes off halfway through “Abide With Me,” and somehow that also becomes part of
the memory. That is the beauty of parish life. The church is not a venue that appears for one important day and then
vanishes into the mist. We are the people who are still here afterwards.

We are here when the wedding photos have been framed. When the sympathy cards stop arriving. When the christening
cake has finally been eaten three days later by one determined aunt in the kitchen.

We are here for the long haul.

And perhaps that is the thing the church has not always been very good at saying out loud:

these moments are not transactions to us. They are relationships.

Of course, churches are gloriously imperfect places. But beneath all the chaos and creaking radiators and mysteriously
disappearing teaspoons, there is something extraordinary: community. Not polished perfection. Just people.

People who pray for one another. People who show up.

People who make tea, carry flowers, stack chairs, sing too loudly, cry quietly, and somehow keep one another going
through the great beautiful muddle of human life.

And thatis perhaps the quiet gift the parish church still offers in a world full of temporary things. We stay. The church is not
perfect. But it is present.

And in the end, that may matter more than perfectly folded linen, artisan bunting, or a violinist playing thoughtfully near a
yurt.

We are here. We have always been here.

And, by the grace of God, we always will be. Rev’d Vicky Semple
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Church Services and events during June Y/

Sunday 7t" @ 10am Holy Communion @ St Mary’s Church, Hale —
Sunday 14" @ 10am Holy Communion @ St Boniface Church, ?
Woodgreen

Sunday 215t @ 10am Morning Service @ St Mary’s, Church, Hale
Sunday 28" @ 10am Morning Service @St Boniface Church, Woodgreen.

Other Church events

Friday June 26" Fairtrade Community Coffee Morning @

D
8. 2

CAMEO (Come And Meet Each Other)- from12-2pm in St Boniface Church, with our
new improved heating, thanks to Woodgreen Village Trust amongst others.
Suggested donation of £3 for hot drinks, soup and a roll. Why not come along and
join in the conversation, quizzing, jigsaws etc...

AND

St Boniface Church, Woodgreen from 10.30-12noon.

Followed by ....

We have now been able to source some new Fairtrade stock.

The new Fairtrade stock includes favourites like chocolate, socks, coffee etc and
new items such as jewellery and many more items, look out for them both at Hale
Farmer’s Markets and at our Fairtrade Coffee mornings

AND FINALLY SAVE THE DATE....
Sunday July 26'"-Our ‘Pimm’s in the Garden’ event @ Woodgreen Village Hall
with Meraki Brass Band
(please bring chairs and flags!)
Tickets £12 to include a drink and a Cream Tea will be available
from 215t June from
Woodgreen Community Shop or from Lynda Warne 07799 542707
or
Rev Ruth Crosland 07855210769
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CONTACTS

MAGAZINE PUBLICATION AND DISTRIBUTION

HALE EDITOR - Jacqui Hartas 01725 510376
WOODGREEN EDITOR - Mhairi Benest 07367 158208
HALE DISTRIBUTION - Brenda Templeton 01725 511208
WOODGREEN DISTRIBUTION - Sue Harris 01725 512804
MAGAZINE EMAIL - haleandwoodgreen@aol.com

HALE VILLAGE HALL

Marjaana Batterbury

Littlecroft, Hale Road, Hale

01725 510050 email halevillagehall@btinternet.com
www.halevillagehall.co.uk

WOODGREEN VILLAGE HALL

Mhairi Benest

07367 158208 email info@woodgreenvillagehall.org.uk
www.woodgreenvillagehall.org.uk

AVON VALLEY CHURCHES

Parish Office

01425 653163 email: office @avonvalleychurches.org.uk
www.avonvalleychurches.org.uk

HALE & WOODGREEN PARISH CLERK

Amanda Johnson

C/O Woodgreen Community Shop, Hale Road, Woodgreen,
Fordingbridge SP6 2AJ

07553 728121

Hale email: hpcclerk@gmail.com

Woodgreen email: parish.clerk@woodgreen-pc.gov.uk
www.haleparishcouncil.co.uk

www.woodgreen-pc.gov.uk

DOWNTON LINK
01725 513807
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